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Dear Sir: 

in response to the Office Action mailed September 1 1 , 2002, please amend the 
subject application as follows: 
In the Claims: 

Cancel non-elected claims 1 through 51 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Amend claims 52 and 53 as follows. 

52. (Amended) A method for concentrating particles from a sample, wherein 
said method comprises the steps of: 

(a) adding a sample containing particles to a centrifuge tube, and 

(b) centrifuging said sample in said tube to concentrate said particles, 

said centrifuge tube comprising an upper region, a middle region and a lower 
region wherein an inner diameter of said upper region is larger than an inner diameter 
of said lower region, wherein said upper region is separated from said lower region by 
said middle region having 1) a decreasing diameter from said upper region toward said 


